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Chapter: F 
Section: .3800 
Title:  Water Testing and Waste 

Disposal 
Issue Date: 10/12/07 
Supersedes: New Policy 

State of North Carolina 
Department of Correction

Division of Prisons 

POLICY & PROCEDURES 

.3801 PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all North Carolina Division of Prisons facilities meet 
and conform to appropriate federal, state, and local water supply and waste disposal 
requirements.  The Division of Prisons requires all facilities to be inspected by qualified 
employees and by qualified representatives of appropriate governmental agencies at specified 
intervals.  
 
.3802  GENERAL  
   
(a) The officer in charge of each facility within the Division of Prisons (or his/her designated 

representative) will conduct a daily inspection of the facility for the purpose of detecting 
and eliminating all hazards to the security, environmental health and sanitation, safety, 
and welfare of staff and inmates at the facility.  

 
 
(b) All correctional employees will be required to observe and report to their immediate 

supervisor any unusual conditions affecting security, safety, health and sanitation of 
facilities, to include those who manage or inspect the potable water supply and the 
collection, storage and removal of liquid and solid waste from institutions. 

 
.3803 DEFINITIONS  
 
(a) Back flow Preventer – is an antiback siphonage device used to protect against back flow 

or back siphonage. 
 

(b) Environmental Health - is any condition or circumstances that influence the health of 
persons required to be in an area.  

 
(c) Potable Water – drinking water. 
 
.3804  POLICY 
 
(a) Water Testing: 

The institution or unit’s water sources and supply, if owned and operated by the 
institution or unit, shall be sampled by trained/certified personnel as often as deemed 
necessary by the local health authority from wells and randomly selected taps.  
Institutions served by a municipal water system shall obtain annual written statements 
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from the government agency affirming that the water supply is safe and meets 
requirements of applicable government regulations. 
 

(b) Plumbing: 
Plumbing shall be installed and maintained in accordance with applicable government 
standards.  
        
(1) There shall be no cross connections between potable water supplies and  

nonpotable or questionable water supplies, nor shall there be a source of pollution 
through which potable water supplies might become contaminated. 

 
(2) Antiback siphonage devices shall be installed to protect against backflow or back 

siphonage. 
 

(3) Hoses shall not be attached to faucets unless a back siphonage prevention device 
has been installed. 

 
(4) Pipe chases shall be maintained free of standing water and cleaned regularly. 

 
(c) Water Temperature: 

                     
(1) Hand-washing and shower facilities should be supplied with hot water an cold 

water through a mixing faucet, at a temperature between 110 and 120 degrees F. 
 

(2) Commercial dishwashing machines should be supplied with 180 degrees F. water 
for the final rinse cycle or an approved chemical sterilization system. 

 
(d) Water Conservation Measures: 

 
(1) Do not operate hoses without hand-operated nozzles. 

 
(2) Fix or repair leaks, drips and other water losses. 

 
(3) Do not wash partial loads in washing machines and dishwashers. 

 
(4) Ensure that water-reducing aerators are in place, and that flush valves and water 

pressure gauges are properly set. 
 
(e) Sewage: 

Treatment of effluent and sewage shall be managed in compliance with the requirements 
of the Federal Clean Water Act and applicable local and State regulations. 

 
 

(f) Solid Waste Containers: 
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(1) Garbage and refuse shall be kept covered in durable, easily cleaned, fire safe, pest 

proof containers that do not leak or absorb liquids. Plastic bags may be used to 
line garbage containers. 

 
(2) Trash, garbage and refuse containers, expect individual office trash containers 

used inside the buildings, shall be kept covered, empted and cleaned daily, 
including weekends and holidays. 

 
(3) Containers stored outside the facility including dumpsters shall be easily cleaned, 

have tight fitting lids, doors or covers shall be kept covered or lined. 
 
 

                       
_______________________ 
Director of Prisons       Date  
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